POWERTAP HUB BEARINGS

	All hubs have several sets of bearings that eventually wear out.  The high quality bearings in PowerTap hubs are no exception.  Whether they are steel or ceramic, eventually you will face replacing them.

	One critical difference with PowerTap hubs, though, is that the replacement cannot be done at a bike shop.  It is not possible to remove and reinstall bearing in any PowerTap hub without causing permanent damage to the torque tube.  It is not obvious that this is happening if you try the replacement yourself, and you’ll think you’ve masterful job when you see how smoothly the hub turns, but it won’t read power any more.  I know this from personal experience and having visited the Saris PowerTap factory and spoken with the technicians.  Even they can’t replace the bearings without permanent damage to the torque tube.  The reason why bearing replacement in PowerTap hubs is pricey is because it entails installation of a brand new torque tube.  This can’t be done in a bike shop.   Trust me.  If you have a PowerTap hub that needs new bearings, you have to send it back to Saris for both beraring and torque tube replacement.
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